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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Newly submitted claim 42 is directed to an invention that is independent or distinct from 
the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: the new added claim 42 is referring to 
different species (Fig. 15 A), which is different than what the original filed claims were referring 
to (Fig. 5). 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for prosecution 
on the merits. Accordingly, claim 42 withdrawn from consideration as being directed to a non- 
elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 2, 4-21, and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yamauchi (U.S. Patent No. 5,000,729). 

Yamauchi discloses a folding machine to fold a web material with the use of gripping 
members (Fig. 2, via 12), constructed and arranged to generate a gaseous flow (Fig. 2, via 
suction passage 17 and 18 and suction hole 15), the mechanical gripping member in absence of a 
folding blade being constructed and arranged to grasp the web material inserted therein by the 
gaseous flow, see for example (Figs. 2 and 8-10; via the web been completely folded, sucked, 
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and rotated along with the roller via suction holes 15, with no use of the folding blade); a counter 
roller (via 8'); on which a projection is provided (via 13'); first and second mechanical gripping 
member in first and second folding roller, a nip between the rollers, being constructed and 
arranged to grasp the fold of the continuous web material after the web material has been 
inserted therein by the gaseous flow, see for example (Figs. 2, 8-9 and 17-19; via the web has 
been inserted with the aid of suction means 17' prior to the use and/or contact of gripping means 
12' to the web). Note the web mainly folded via using suction (column 2, lines 24-30), "leading 
edges of the sheets are attracted by suction to the folding drums ". Once the sheets are attracted 
and rotated along with the folding drums, this could be equivalent to the claimed "absence of a 
folding blade". 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed 07/20/2009 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicants argue that the applied art '729 discloses the use of cutting blade 13 to cut the 
web not to fold it. The examiner maintains that even-though blades 13 might cut portion of the 
continuous web, but still assisting and aiding on folding the web as clearly shown in Figs. 11a- 
1 If and 13; as first layer of the web has been cut while the second layer has been folded using 
the same blade 13, which could be considered as folding/cutting blade. 

Applicants further argue that the claimed machine of the current application arranged so 
that no mechanical element engages the strip as it is getting folded. It is noted that applicants are 
arguing of an issue not been clearly claimed. The claimed invention is referring to "said first 
mechanical gripping member and said second mechanical gripping member being constructed 
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and arranged to grasp the fold of the continuous web material after the web material has been 
inserted therein by said gaseous flow"; which giving it the broadest interpretation could 
considered as using the "gaseous flow" along with an aid with any other means. 

Applicants argue that the applied art 729 has machine's features arranged in a way 
different than the claimed machine as '729 requiring four rollers while the claimed machine 
requires two rollers and a nip between them. Again giving the claim the broadest interpretation 
will require at least two rollers, but if the applied reference shows more than two rollers, should 
not affect on the way it reads over the claim. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sameh H. Tawfik whose telephone number is 571-272-4470. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday - Friday from 9:00 AM to 7:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi Rada can be reached on 571-272-4467. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Sameh H. Tawfik/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3721 



